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Introduction

Biodiversity is the variety of life and provides multiple benefits to society. Our health,
economy and quality of life depend upon a healthy environment and the sustainable use of our
natural resources, including our biodiversity. Here in Wales, we are privileged to enjoy a
fantastic diversity of species and habitats coupled with a strong network of local partnerships
delivering for nature and people in communities across Wales.

Local partnerships for nature operate in all areas of Wales and provide a focus for delivering
the Nature Recovery Plan objectives and Sustainable Management of Natural Resources at the
local level as well as contributing to many of the Well-being of Future Generations goals.
These case studies provide a snapshot of the diversity of projects and the range of partners
involved with local action for nature in Wales. You can find more examples to inspire you by
visiting the ‘Local to You’ section on our website.

The projects featured in this booklet address several key areas:

The Well-being of Future Generations The Nature Recovery Action Plan for
Act Wales

They contribute to achieving the Well-being They address the objectives of the Nature
goals including a Resilient Wales - a nation Recovery Action Plan, helping to reverse the
which maintains and enhances a biodiverse decline of biodiversity in Wales. These are:
natural environment with healthy functioning

ecosystems that support social, economic and e Engage and support participation and

ecological resilience and the capacity to adapt understanding to embed biodiversity

to change (for example climate change) and throughout decision making at all levels

other Well-being goals - these are illustrated

with each project. e Safeguarding species and habitats of
principal importance and improve their

They also demonstrate the five ways of management

working encouraged by the WFG Act:
e Increase the resilience of our natural
environment by restoring degraded
habitats and habitat creation

F" WV ' & e Tackle key pressures on species and

Collaboration  Imvolverment Long Term Integration Prevention habitats
e Improve our evidence, understanding and
monitoring

Environment (Wales) Act Most projects address more than one Nature
They demonstrate susta_lnaple management of Recovery Action Plan objective, illustrating
natural resources, contributing to meeting the 5, cross-cutting and collaborative working
biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty  gejivers action for biodiversity and multiple

for public authorities. benefits for people and the environment.

www.biodiversitywales.org.uk
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Mawndir Mon (Anglesey Peatlands)

Restoring wetlands, improving water quality and raising awareness in Anglesey

A resilient
Wales

A Wales of
vibrant culture
and thriving
Welsh language

A globally

responsible
Wales

Background

Anglesey has some fine areas of
wetland, though there have been
losses over the years, and there was
also an apparent lack of awareness as
to how significant our wetlands are.
The project sought to raise awareness
and undertake some  practical
management for  wetlands on
Anglesey.

Partnership

Initiated through initial discussions in
the Anglesey Wildlife Forum, partners
included Isle of Anglesey County
Council, Natural Resources Wales
(NRW), North Wales Wildlife Trust,
Bangor University and RSPB. The
project was funded by Welsh
Government (through NRW),
spending just short of £49,000.

Learning

The project helped to educate visitors
to the Wetland Festival and through
the production of a
information booklet.

wetlands

Image © Polina Cowley

Highlights

e Elected Members Wetland
Awareness visit in  June (20
people present) and Wetland

Festival in July (500 visitors) both
included guided interpretive walks

as well as giving out other
relevant information. Good
feedback on effectiveness of both
events

e Wetland Festival hired a number
of local providers of wildlife-
related event activities, and these
were then accessible to be
experienced by the 500 attendees

e Local contractors undertook
contract work to construct new
wetland areas and habitat
improvement including scrub
clearance and rhododendron
removal

e The short term monitoring in
place at the time of the project
showed some improved water
quality at the new wetland sites

e Anglesey Wetlands information
book produced and distributed

The Future

The project gave valuable experience
in managing a variety of areas of
work. This will help plan and shape
future wetland work on Anglesey. It is
hoped that further Wetland Festivals
can be held, and that further, and
more extensive effective ‘on the
ground’ enhancements can be put in
place.




Schools biodiversity improvement

Working with schools in Blaenau Gwent to enhance biodiversity within grounds, create
learning opportunities and cultivate an appreciation of nature conservation

A prosperous
Wales

A resilient
Wales

A more equal
Wales

A Wales of
cohesive
communities

A Wales of
vibrant culture
and thriving
Welsh language

A globally
responsible
Wales

For more information visit: www.blaenau-

Background

The Blaenau Gwent Biodiversity
Partnership (BGBP) started the
Schools Biodiversity Improvement

Project in 2010. The project initially
started as a pilot and has since
expanded. A dedicated biodiversity
project officer works with each school
providing a biodiversity management
plan to help schools increase
biodiversity within grounds and raise
awareness of biodiversity amongst
school children.

Partnership

The Schools Biodiversity Officer works
with a range of other organisations
for support, resources and funding
including Keep Wales Tidy, BG
Biodiversity  Partnership, = Gwent
Wildlife Trust and more.

Learning
The main aim of the project is to
create spaces for nature and provide

learning opportunities for school
children aimed at -cultivating an
appreciation for the natural

environment. This is achieved by
providing advice and guidance on
how to make the best use of the
school grounds and using practical
activities and events to demonstrate
how schools, with varying conditions,
can maintain and enhance
biodiversity.

Image © Nadine Morgan / Blaenau Gwent
County Borough Council
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Highlights

e Increasing school engagement
from 4 pilot schools in 2010 to 21
in 2016

e Increased biodiversity in school
grounds

e Raising awareness of biodiversity
conservation amongst  school
children

e Runner up in the Tidy Towns
Award 2012

e Landscape and environmental

benefits

e Supporting schools to enhance
their school grounds for wildlife
and to encourage teachers to
utilise their outdoor spaces as a
unique learning resource

e Enhancement of biodiversity -
example activities including
making nest, bat, hedgehog and
bug boxes, native tree planting,
native hedge planting, creating
log piles, creating bog gardens,
pond creation, orchard planting,
creation of wildlife friendly
gardens

e Events include bat walks, moth
trapping, eco school days, RSPB
Big Schools Bird Watch,
biodiversity enrichment days

The Future

The project continues to run in
Blaenau Gwent, and would like
extend to Torfaen area subject to
availability of resources.

resident/countryside/biodiversity-
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